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The Environmental 
Disaster of Masks

The Environmental Committee is a part of Chemun and
is focused on environmental global issues. As we all
have been in a period of covid for almost two years now,
the use of equipment like face masks are important for
us to be protected from this virus. This leads to an
increase in their manufacturing. In this article, we will
see the environmental effects of the ignorance of the
population on used masks and how to limit it. 

Disposable masks are made of polypropylene which is a plastic resin among the most used
on the planet and which takes nearly 400 years to degrade in nature. According to research,
one mask releases up to 173,000 microplastic fibers. In addition, an estimated 129 billions
of masks are used every month in the world and nearly 1 to 10 percent of them are found in
nature, representing 72 to 31 000 tons of microplastics per year; adding up to the pollution
already present in nature. 
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This amount of microplastics due to facing masks are ingested by animals that either die of
suffocation or end up in our stomachs because yes, we are at the end of the food chain so if a
fish eats the microplastic fibers and we eat that fish we have them in our system. 
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So what solutions are available to us
to limit this environmental disaster?
First of all, the most important thing
to do is to throw away your
disposable masks in the trash,
however they are incinerated,
emitting carbon dioxide affecting the
environment. You can also reduce
your use of masks or reusing them
thus limiting the waste. 

Moreover, if you are courageous, fabricating your own masks is a good idea but the
effectiveness compared to other masks is less. I end on this quote that I found on the internet
"Used properly, it saves lives, but discarded improperly, it destroys lives.”

ECOSOC
The UN, a simplified form of the United Nations, is guarding world peace. It is a group of

countries to keep world peace. As the UN is guarding world peace, each countries’ delegates
are debating about certain topics related to world peace that can make the world better.

Many committees are there to sort the topics such as ECOSOC (Economic and Social
Council), EC (Environmental Committee), and UN4MUN. 

ECOSOC is mainly focusing on the economical
problems, and social problems such as

unemployment, mistreatment in prison. They are
mostly about human rights. According to ‘1 June is the
last day to apply for consultative status with ECOSOC’,
it says ‘The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is

one of the 6 principal organs of the United Nations
System established by the UN Charter in 1945’. Also, it
said ‘It consists of 54 Members of the United Nations

elected by the General Assembly. 

Geonwoo Cho
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So what solutions are available to us to limit this environmental disaster? First of all, the
most important thing to do is to throw away your disposable masks in the trash, however,

they are incinerated, emitting carbon dioxide affecting the environment. You can also reduce
your use of masks or reuse them thus limiting the waste. Moreover, if you are courageous,

fabricating your own masks is a good idea but the effectiveness compared to other masks is
less. I end on this quote that I found on the internet "Used properly, it saves lives, but

discarded improperly, it destroys lives.”

ECOSOC coordinates economic, social, and related work of the fourteen United
Nations specialized agencies, functional commissions and five regional

commissions’. They promote higher standards of living. They try to reduce the
wealth gap between poor and rich people, and they also identify the solutions for

those problems. 

Growing issue of ocean acidification and
destruction of coral reefs

 Hyeonseok Woo

The Environmental Committee is a committee mostly focused on the Earth environment
issue such as: Addressing the growing issue of ocean acidification and destruction of coral

reefs, discussing the issue of forest fragmentation and the increase of monoculture
agricultural practices and ensuring safe practices regarding the disposal, storage, and use of

radioactive waste. The Environmental Committee is a committee mostly focused on the
Earth environment issue such as: Addressing the growing issue of ocean acidification and
destruction of coral reefs, discussing the issue of forest fragmentation and the increase of

monoculture agricultural practices and ensuring safe practices regarding the disposal,
storage, and use of radioactive waste.

 
Coral reefs are one of the

important factors for marine
ecosystems and livelihood. Over

4,000 species of marine life
depend on coral reefs, which

means coral reefs are essential for
some marine life.

 
 
 



 
There are some ways to recover the ocean acidification but it takes a long time and
requires a lot of effort, also the time to solve this issue is very limited till the ocean
temperature gets a few Celsius degrees higher. Many countries and environmental

organizations are driving sustainable projects for recovering and cleaning the ocean. Some
of the projects are long-term projects. One example is Australia’s ‘Reef 2050 plan’. Reef

2050 plan is a project that aims to maintain and enhance the Reef’s health and resilience
while allowing ecologically sustainable development’ and protection of the Reefs.
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Do you ever just get a hankering for sugar? Do you want to make something yourself, but not
want to go through all the hassle of baking a full dish? Then you’ve come to the right place.

Here are 4 easy recipes you can make the next time you want some homemade sweets.

Edible Cookie Dough

I often find myself debating on whether I like chocolate
chip cookies better, or the raw cookie dough. We’ve all
eaten a spoonful or two while baking cookies, but any
more than that risks salmonella poisoning due to raw
eggs. But with this egg-free recipe, you can eat all the
cookie dough you want without fearing food poisoning. 

Instructions:
Cream together the butter, brown sugar, and castor
sugar until combined fully.
Microwave the flour on high for a minute in total,
stopping every fifteen seconds to stir (this acts to heat-
treat the flour in order to kill bacteria).
As the flour is cooling, mix the milk, vanilla, and salt
into the butter mixture.
Add the cooled flour into the wet ingredients and stir
till combined.
Stir in the chocolate chips (or any other add-ins you
want).

 
Ingredients: (Makes about 7-8

spoonfuls of cookie dough)
 

2 TBSP (28 grams) Butter (Softened)
2 TBSP Brown Sugar
1 TBSP Castor Sugar

6 TBSP Flour
1/4 tsp Vanilla Extract

1 TBSP Whole Milk
1/8 tsp Salt

1/4 cup Chocolate Chips (Add more
or less to your liking)

 

Need a Snack? Cookie Dough!
 
 

Kerala Sovak
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